
State of Arizona Statutes 
Title 11 Counties 

Chapter 7 Intergovernmental Operations 

Article 3 Joint Exercise of Powers 

11-951. Definitions 

  
  For the purposes of this article, the term "public agency" 

shall include the federal government or any federal department or 

agency Indian tribe, this state, any other state, all 

departments, agencies, boards and commissions of this state or 

any other state, counties, school districts, cities, towns, all 

municipal corporations, and any other political subdivisions of 

the state or any other state. 

  
11-952. Intergovernmental agreements and contracts 

  
  A. If authorized by their legislative or other governing 

bodies, two or more public agencies by direct contract or 

agreement may contract for services or jointly exercise any 

powers common to the contracting parties and may enter into 

agreements with one another for joint or cooperative action or 

may form a separate legal entity, including a nonprofit 

corporation, to contract for or perform some or all of the 

services specified in the contract or agreement or exercise those 

powers jointly held by the contracting parties, except that if 

two or more school districts arrange to become contracting 

parties under the terms of this section, such contract shall 

first be approved by the state board of education. 

  
 



State of Arizona Statutes 

 

Title 41 State Government 

Chapter 23 Arizona Procurement Code 

Article 10 Intergovernmental Procurement 

 

41-2631. Definitions 

In this article, unless the context otherwise requires: 

1. "Cooperative purchasing" means procurement conducted by, or on behalf of, more than one public 

procurement unit. 

2. "Local public procurement unit" means any political subdivision, any agency, board, department or 

other instrumentality of such political subdivision and any nonprofit corporation created solely for the 

purpose of administering a cooperative purchase under this article. 

3. "Nonprofit educational or public health institution" means any educational or public health 

institution, no part of the income of which is distributable to its members, directors or officers, as 

defined in rules adopted by the director and includes certified nonprofit agencies for disabled 

individuals as defined in section 41-2636. 

4. "Public procurement unit" means either a local public procurement unit, the department, any other 

state or an agency of the United States.  

 

41-2632. Cooperative purchasing authorized 

A. Any public procurement unit may either participate in, sponsor, conduct or administer a cooperative 

purchasing agreement for the procurement of any materials, services or construction with one or more 

public procurement units in accordance with an agreement entered into between the participants. A 

nonprofit educational or public health institution may enter into an agreement pursuant to this section 

if one or more of the parties involved is a public procurement unit. An agreement entered into as 

provided in this article is exempt from section 11-952, subsections D and F. Parties under a 

cooperative purchasing agreement may: 

1. Sponsor, conduct or administer a cooperative agreement for the procurement or disposal of any 

materials, services or construction. 

2. Cooperatively use materials or services. 

3. Commonly use or share warehousing facilities, capital equipment and other facilities. 

4. Provide personnel, except that the requesting public procurement unit shall pay the public 

procurement unit providing the personnel the direct and indirect cost of providing the personnel, in 

accordance with the agreement. 

5. On request, make available to other public procurement units informational, technical or other 

services or software that may assist in improving the efficiency or economy of procurement. The 

public procurement unit furnishing the informational, technical or other services or software has the 

right to request reimbursement for the reasonable and necessary costs of providing these services or 

software. 

B. The school facilities board or school districts, or both, may enter into an agreement with a public 

procurement unit pursuant to this section for the purpose of procuring materials and services needed 

to correct deficiencies in school facilities as determined in section 15-2021. 

C. The activities described in this section do not limit what parties may do under a cooperative 

purchasing agreement. 



D. A nonprofit corporation operating as a public procurement unit under this section, on request of the 

auditor general, shall provide to the auditor general all documentation concerning any cooperative 

purchasing transaction the public procurement unit administers under this section. 

E. A nonprofit corporation operating as a public procurement unit under this section shall comply with 

all procurement laws applicable to the public procurement unit participating in a cooperative 

purchasing transaction that the nonprofit corporation administers. 

F. This section does not abrogate the responsibility of each public procurement unit to ensure 

compliance with procurement laws that apply to the particular public procurement, notwithstanding 

the fact that the cooperative purchase is administered by a nonprofit corporation operating under this 

section. 

 


