
State of North Carolina Statutes 
Chapter 160A. Cities and Towns 

ARTICLE 20 Interlocal Cooperation 

Part 1 Joint Exercise of Powers 

160A-460. Definitions. 

[**Update notice: This section has been amended by 

S.L. 2001-78 SESSION 2001 - HOUSE BILL 880.] This amendment  

is not included in the definitions below because it authorizes certain  

counties in North Carolina to transfer septic tanks, thus is not  

applicable to purchasing.  Does not change the definition under  

Section 2. [JFH] 

  
  The words defined in this section shall have the meanings 

indicated when used in this Part: 

  
    (1) "Undertaking" means the joint exercise by two or more 

        units of local government, or the contractual exercise 

        by one unit for one or more other units, of any power, 

        function, public enterprise, right, privilege, or 

        immunity of local government. 

  
    (2) "Unit," or "unit of local government" means a county, 

        city, consolidated city-county, local board of 

        education, sanitary district, facility authority 

        created under Part 4 of this Article, or other local 

        political subdivision, authority, or agency of local 

        government. 

  
160A-461. Interlocal cooperation authorized.  

  
  Any unit of local government in this State and any one or 

more other units of local government in this State or any 

other state (to the extent permitted by the laws of the other 

state) may enter into contracts or agreements with each other 

in order to execute any undertaking. The contracts and 

agreements shall be of reasonable duration, as determined by 

the participating units, and shall be ratified by resolution 

of the governing board of each unit spread upon its minutes. 

  
North Carolina Schools 

  
115C-47.   Powers and duties generally.  

  In addition to the powers and duties designated in G.S. 

115C-36, local boards of education shall have the power or duty: 

  
(23) To Purchase Equipment and Supplies. - Local boards shall contract  

for equipment and supplies under G.S. 115C-522(a) and G.S. 115C-528. 

  
  
§ 115C-522.  Provision of equipment for buildings.  



  
(a)     It shall be the duty of local boards of education to purchase or  

exchange all supplies, equipment, and materials, and these purchases 

shall be made in accordance with Article 8 of Chapter 143 of the 

General Statutes. These purchases may be made from contracts 

made by the Department of Administration. Title to instructional 

supplies, office supplies, fuel and janitorial supplies, 

enumerated in the current expense fund budget and purchased out 

of State funds, shall be taken in the name of the local board of 

education which shall be responsible for the custody and 

replacement: Provided, that no contracts shall be made by any 

local school administrative unit for purchases unless provision 

has been made in the budget of the unit to pay for the 

purchases, unless surplus funds are on hand to pay for the 

purchases, or unless the contracts are made pursuant to G.S. 

115C-47(28) and G.S. 115C-528 and adequate funds are available 

to pay in the current fiscal year the sums obligated for the 

current fiscal year. The State Board of Education shall adopt 

rules regarding equipment standards for supplies, equipment, and 

materials related to student transportation. The State Board may 

adopt guidelines for any commodity that needs safety features. 

If a commodity that needs safety features is available on 

statewide term contract, any guidelines adopted by the State 

Board must at a minimum meet the safety standards of the 

statewide term contract. 

        

  
143-129. Procedure for letting of public contracts.  

  
  
(e) Exceptions. — The requirements of this Article do not 

apply to: 

  
  (3) Purchases made through a competitive bidding group purchasing 

program, which is a formally organized program that offers  

competitively obtained purchasing services at discount prices to two or  

more public agencies. 

  
 


