State of South Carolina Statutes
Title 11 Public Finance
Chapter 35 South Carolina Consolidated Procurement Code
Article 19 Intergovernmental Relations
8§ 11-35-4610. Definitions of terms used in this article.

As used in this article, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

(1) "Cooperative purchasing" means procurement conducted by, or
on behalf of, more than one public procurement unit, or by a
public procurement unit with an external procurement activity.

(2) "External procurement activity" means:

(a) any buying organization not located in this State which
would qualify as a public procurement unit;

(b) buying by the United States government.

(3) "Local public procurement unit" means any political
subdivision or unit thereof which expends public funds for the
procurement of supplies, services, or construction.

(4) "Mandatory opting" is the requirement for a local
procurement unit to choose whether to utilize a state contract
before it is established as prescribed in regulation by the
board.

(5) "Public procurement unit" means either a local public
procurement unit or a state public procurement unit.

(6) "State public procurement unit' means the offices of the
chief procurement officers and any other purchasing agency of
this State.

8§ 11-35-4810. Cooperative purchasing authorized.

Any public procurement unit may participate in, sponsor,
conduct, or administer a cooperative purchasing agreement for
the procurement of any supplies, services, or construction with
one or more public procurement units or external procurement
activities in accordance with an agreement entered into between
the participants. Such cooperative purchasing may include, but
is not limited to, joint or multi-party contracts between
public procurement units and open-ended state public
procurement unit contracts which shall be made available to
local public procurement units, except as provided in Section
11-35-4820 or except as may otherwise be limited by the board
through regulations.



